Draft Letter to the Editor – Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs
Volunteer Firefighters Deserve Some Credit

To the Editor of <Insert Name of Local Paper>,

As the Fire Chief responsible for <insert area name>, I’m writing to share my growing concerns regarding the recruitment and retention of volunteer firefighters in our community and across Canada.

Ninety one percent of Canadian Fire Departments are staffed by volunteer firefighters - that’s more than 3,200 Canadian communities. On average, each volunteer firefighter gives their community 443 hours of service a year, or the equivalent of 60 days.  While they may be volunteers in name, their training and the services they provide are highly professional. In no other emergency first responder service do volunteers play such a significant role.

The dedication and the training required for volunteer firefighters are unlike that of any other volunteer. Volunteer firefighters must leave their families and regular full-time jobs at a moment’s notice to protect their communities. They receive little or no compensation – donating personal time for training and using their own vehicles and money for fuel when answering calls.
The depth of this problem has been well documented by the Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs (CAFC), of which I am a proud member. We have warned the federal government of the consequence of this growing public safety issue, which has become a reality in some Canadian communities where Volunteer Fire Departments may be forced to close. 
The federal government has a vital role in addressing this problem. The CAFC has proposed the introduction of a $3,000 income tax credit for volunteer firefighters. More than 95% of Chiefs feel this tax credit is the best solution to keep the volunteer firefighters we have, and to recruit new brave men and women. 
Volunteer firefighters are the backbone of our service in rural Canada and we think the federal government can play a vital role in solving this critical situation.

I urge your readers to contact their local Member of Parliament and tell them that you support the Volunteer Firefighter Tax Credit.
<Insert name of Fire Chief> 

