Volunteer Fire Department letterhead

Date

First Name Last Name, MP
Constituency Office Address line #1
Constituency Office Address line #2
City/town, Province Postal Code

Dear Mr. /Ms. MP Name,

As the Fire Chief of the ___________________ Fire Department located in your constituency, I would like to request a meeting with you to discuss an important public safety issue impacting our community.
____________ Fire Department is composed of ___________________ volunteer firefighters and _____ officers. Together, we are responsible for protecting the lives and property of your constituents. While volunteers in name, the required training and services provided are highly professional. These volunteers are leaders in our community and they are becoming harder to find and harder to keep.
On average, each Canadian volunteer firefighter gives their community 443 hours of service or the equivalent of 60 days a year. The recruitment and retention of volunteer firefighters has become a serious problem for my department and many across Canada. The depth of this problem has been well documented by the Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs (CAFC), of which I am a proud member.
If smaller municipalities lose significant numbers of volunteer firefighters, they face a stark choice: either increase taxes to hire full-time firefighters or accept that some communities will not be able to afford sufficient protection against fire and other emergencies. I am confident you will agree that neither of these options are acceptable to your constituents. 
CAFC research demonstrates that there is a vital role for the federal government in solving this problem. In a CAFC survey of its members, over 95% of Volunteer Chiefs stated that personal income tax relief would help with both the recruitment and retention of volunteer firefighting personnel. I strongly support the CAFC proposal to introduce a $3,000 personal income tax credit for volunteer firefighters.
I will contact your constituency office in the near future to arrange a meeting with you to discuss this matter in detail. I would also like to extend an invitation for you to visit our Fire Hall to learn first-hand the sacrifices these volunteers make to protect lives and property in our community. 
Sincerely,

Fire Chief __________________
__________________ Fire Department
