Month Day, 2010


<Local MP Name, MP>
< Constituency Office Address Line #1 >
<City>, <Province>, <Postal Code>


Dear Mr./Ms. <Name of Local MP>,

As a supporter of volunteer firefighters in our community and across Canada, I write to express my support for the Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs’ (CAFC) proposal to introduce a $3,000 income tax credit. These community leaders are the backbone of emergency response service in my community and across the country, and the federal government can play a vital role in solving the increasing problem of recruiting and retaining these brave men and women volunteers.
Volunteer firefighters are truly community leaders and educators. As our community’s first responders, they must deal with many potentially life threatening and traumatic situations in addition to fire suppression. They teach the public about fire safety and perform much needed inspections in our local buildings. While they may be volunteers in name, their training and the services they provide are highly professional. In no other emergency first responder service do volunteers play such a significant role.

Volunteer firefighters leave their regular full-time jobs and their families at a moment’s notice to protect us and they receive little or no compensation for doing so – donating personal time for training, and using their own vehicles and money for fuel when answering calls. For hundreds of hours every year, volunteer firefighters sacrifice time with their families and other personal commitments to keep our community safe. 
I am very concerned that if our community loses volunteer firefighters, we will no longer be protected against fire and other emergencies. The introduction of a federal income tax credit for volunteer firefighters will help with the recruitment and retention of volunteers. Surely you will agree that this is a small price to pay in order to keep our community safe. 

I believe that volunteer firefighters deserve credit for the time they give and the duties they perform in my community and in communities across Canada. I support the introduction of this volunteer firefighter tax credit and I would ask that you raise this issue with your colleagues and write to the Minister of Finance in support of this important public safety initiative
Sincerely,
Name

cc:

Hon. Jim Flaherty, P.C., M.P.


Right Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P.
